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seems to me a worn-out institution. Who knows?
Perhaps , Progress can be realised only through an
aristocracy or through a single man? The initiative
always comes from the top, and whatever may be
the people's pretensions, they are lower than those
placed over them!"
"That may be true," said Deslauriers.
According to Frederick, the vast majority of citi-
zens aimed only at a life of peace (he had been im-
proved by his visits to the Dambreuses), and the
chances were all on the side of the Conservatives.
That party, however, was lacking in new men.
"If you came forward, I am sure-----"
He did not finish the sentence. Deslauriers saw
what Frederick meant, and passed his two hands
over his head; then, all of a sudden:
"But what about yourself? Is there anything to
prevent you from doing it? Why would you not be
a deputy?"
In consequence of a double election there was in
the Aube a vacancy for a candidate. M. Dambreuse,
who had been re-elected as a member of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, belonged to a different arrondissement
"Do you wish me to interest myself on your be-
half?" He was acquainted with many publicans,
schoolmasters, doctors, notaries' clerks and their mas-
ters. "Besides, you can make the peasants believe
anything you like!"
Frederick felt his ambition rekindling.
DesJauriers added:
"You would find no trouble in getting a situation
for me in Paris."
*'Qh! it would not be hard to manage it through
Monsieur Dambreuse/'